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Recent years have seen an awakening of interest in Kant's political LD E D CEII G I
philosophy. This seminar will afford an opportunity to engage in e s
close reading and analysis of the primary text on which Kant's po- logiunEE pzigice

litical philsosophy is based, “The Doctrine of Right,” the first part of follow us on

his Metaphysics of Morals. Guided by Kant's principle that systemic facebook.com/FAG. unileipzig
unity is the mark of true philosophy, we will work to see if we can e

make sense of the text in these terms, focusing mainly on three of eaClonEioQuuEpIgice
its major interconnected themes: Kant's idea of freedom-as-indepen-

dence, his account of private property (and other acquired) rights,

and his account of political authority and its proper mandate. Al-

though our primary focus will be on the text itself, we will consider a

few secondary readings which bring out some of the controversies

to which these themes have recently given rise. Finally, toward the

end of the seminar, we will consider substantial excerpts from two

contemporary elaborations of Kant's ideas in the area of legal the-

ory: Ernest Weinrib’s seminal The Idea of Private Law and Arthur _
Ripstein’s more recent Private Wrongs.
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